Sir -The use of DNA fingerprinting by Thein et al. (1987) to detect somatic changes in human cancer DNA provides a novel strategy with potential application to the study of genomic rearrangement, clonality and tumour evolution. The selection of constitutional DNA unrelated to the malignant clone is clearly of critical importance, and in this respect some of their data may be questioned. Eight of the 35 patients reported had myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) and in these Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) transformed B cells were used as a source of constitutional DNA. Clonality studies utilising G6PD isoenzyme expression, however, indicate that B lymphocytes may be clonally derived in MDS (Prchal et al., 1978; Raskind et al., 1984) . The occurrence of lymphoid and biphenotypic transformation (Layton & Mufti, 1986) , defects of B lymphocyte, T lymphocyte and NK cell function (Jacobs, 1985) and coexistence with lymphoproliferative disorders (Copplestone et al., 1986) 
